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In the natural world, a singularity is a place where the usual rules of physics collapse, where
division by zero is the norm instead of illegal. In futurism, Vernor Vinge defined a singularity to
be “The rise of super intelligent life, created through the improvement of human tools by the
acceleration of technological progress reaching the point of infinity.” Within thirty years or so,
scientists will reverse engineer the human brain by mapping the circuit diagram that specifies
the connections between the billions of cells in our brain. The secrets of consciousness and its
related manifestations such as intelligence, creativity and personality will reveal themselves,
marking progress towards a singularity in which machines will surpass human intelligence. We
will make machines that that think like humans but much faster, deeper and more reliably.
There will be huge ramifications on how we teach, whether or not we bother to educate our
children, and what the relationship will be between humans and machines. If education is
deemed worth preserving, will all lecturers be replaced by machines? If education is not
deemed to be worth preserving will we simply live the lives of hedonists, leaving it to the
machines to take care of industry, innovation and commerce?
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